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Historical Area Kusudo House
‘ @ Kurashiki Honmachi Branch

Ohashi House % Imabashi
Ohara Museum of Art Brwqge ® Kurashiki Archaeological Museum

/

Kurashiki-kan Nakabashi Bridge

(Tourist Information Office) @ 5
= ® Kurabo Memorial Hall
Kurashiki Museum —/ g \ '
i Vi of Folk-Craft | -5 * Byobu Festival
e Folk CraﬂSJ £ Kurashiki lvy Square TSU"”KVO
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Shirakabe Dori Road

35 minutes by bus

Directions

Rendai-ji Temple 10 minutes on 15 minutes on

JR Sanyo Line JR Sanyo Line / Hakubi Line

Shin-Kurashiki Station Kurashiki Station Okayama Station Okayama Airport

50 minutes by bus 30 minutes by bus
Kojima Station
25 minutes on JR Seto-Ohashi Line

*Taxis with special sightseeing tours are available at each station.

The reclaimed land of Kurashiki allowed for new sources of income that have been used to nurture a rich culture

G u | t ure an d FO | K C l’aft S that includes festivals, local cuisine, and folk crafts.

Su-Inkyo Bara-zushi

Kurashiki Byobu Festival
(Found during Achi-jinja Shrine festival)  (Okayama-specialty sushi)

Quintessential

v

Denim jeans Canvas School uniforms

Kurashiki's dedication to sewing  Kurashiki canvas is light, durable, Boasting the country’'s finest
techniques and sophisticated  and easy to use, making it a popular ~ tailors, Kurashiki is the home to
design have been highly praised. material for bags and other goods numerous high-quality products:

2017 The Japan Heritage Promotion Project

Kurashiki City Japan Heritage
Promotion Council

www.city.kurashiki.okayama.jp/kura-story

Kurashiki's textiles include a variety of products crafted through
superior technical skill. This skill continues to attract attention

Kurashiki Textiles fromawide varety of people even today.

Folk crafts Kinkanen
(Patterned woven mat)
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Kurashiki Knotting Cushions Braided goods Tabi (traditional sock) products
g

For more information on textiles,

Rush products scan the QR code to the right.

The unigue scent of rush straw

gives these various products
an attractive quality.

Japan Heritage KURASHIKI w
v2.city.kurashiki.okayama.jp.

640 Nishinaka Shinden,

Kurashiki City, Okayama

710-8565

Tel.: +81-86-426-3018 / Fax: +81-86-426-5131

ugoLBIE®)

ZOENRIAIE . EDRIF D4~
UYL TERT .

(March 2018)

U R

Japan Heritage

N
People, city, and culture
founded on cotton spinning

The story of Kurashiki begins
with a single cotton plant.

A textile town interweaving
Japanese and Western textures
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Kurashiki City, where once was only sea

s

Through hard work and cotton

't all began with a single cotton plant.

Kurashiki City is a popular destination for
international tourists. Around 400 years ago,
the area was a seascape dotted with
islands. The land was eventually reclaimed
from the sea, but the soil was salty and
couldn’'t support rice crops. Instead, the
locals grew cotton and rush, which offered
better resistance to the salty conditions.

In the mid-17th century, the Kurashiki River
flowing through the center of Kurashiki City
served as a canal where cotton merchants
converged. Even today glimpses of time past
can be seen along the Kurashiki River,
including a landing area that embodied the

Kuréshk kan
mation.Office)

prosperity of the river port, the stone
pavement of alleyways, and iconic
white-walled houses. With Tamashima in the
west and Shimotsui in the south serving as
calling points for ships along the
Kitamaebune route, Kurashiki City prospered
through the Japanese cotton trade as a key
player in trade logistics. The moment the first
plant of cotton was planted in the reclaimed
land marked the beginning of Kurashiki's
storied development,

The area’s cotton cultivation brought with it
the textile industry, and in the late 19th
century, spinning mills began popping up
throughout the city. In 1888, Kurashiki
Spinning Works mill was established,
complete with British-style machinery.
Magosaburo Ohara—the company president
at the time—used the acquired profits to
establish various cultural, social, and welfare
projects. Through these projects, various
Western-style buildings were built, including

[Former Chugok Bank|

uash|k| Honmach anch

the Ohara Museum of Art—the first private
Western art museum in Japan—all of which
helped sculpt the landscape of Kurashiki. In
1974, Kurashiki Spinning Works mill was
repurposed as Kurashiki vy Square, a
multi-purpose facility that included a hotel
and a memorial hall. Numerous cafes and
restaurants inside refurbished old buildings
also opened, further enhancing the area’s
charm.

Kurashiki's textile industry has been the
source of various Japanese clothing
products including socks, student uniforms,
and jeans. The continued development of
the city based on these techniques earned
Kurashiki City the title of "Japan’'s No. 1
Textile Town” with the most textile products
in Japan being shipped from the area.
Experience the beautiful streets and
awe-inspiring textiles carefully cultivated
throughout history, and share in Kurashiki's
400-year story.

: Kurashiki Bikan Historical Area
groups-of tradition

5 minutes on foot 5 minutes on foot 5 min ot 15 minutes on foot

10 minute:
JR Kurashiki > Ohashi House » Ohara Museum of Art > Lunch > Punting Boat Rides > o Kurashiki lvy Square > JR Kurashiki
Station on Kurashiki River * Kurabo Memorial Hall Station

GOAL

10 mini 10 minutes on foot 0 minu

JR Kojima » Kojima School » Jeans Museum > Lunch > » Nozaki’s Historical » Kojima Industrial > OShlmotszownscape > JR Kojima
Station Uniform i Residence Promotion Center Preservation District Station
Museum Original jeans: king colime ¢ Kojima Jeans Street eShimotsui Shipping Agent Museum

Ginning and
cotton-spinning

GOAL

10 minutes by bus 5 minutes on foot 10 minute
JR Shin-Kurashiki » Old Yunoki House » Haguro-jinja Shrine » Lunch > EREEERSEEIWAS RG] > Tamashima Townscape  » JR Shin-Kurashiki
Station (Saiso-tei) * Sweets pleasure walk Preservation District Walk  Station

GOAL
START

RS ~ Shino udon
Entsu-ji Temple noodles

JStensthe banks of the Kurashiki River : : =~ Tamashima Townscape Preservation District
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